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Good morning Chairmen DeFronzo and Guerrera, Ranking Members Boucher and Scribner, and
members of the Transportation Committee. Thank you for aliowing me the opportunity today to testify
in favor of Senate Bill #563.

The General Assembly has passed this bill two years in a row as part of our omnibus transportation bill,
and I ask you to include it again. The bill prohibits any changes to Route 113 in Stratford without
permission from both the towns of Stratford and Bridgeport.

At issue is Sikorsky Memorial Airport in Stratford—a point of contention between Stratford and
Bridgeport for over six decades. The airport is owned by Bridgeport, but wholly within Stratford. You
can imagine the tensions this creates about anything to do with the airport.

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has proposed adding 300 feet of a safety zone to the runway,
which would require moving Route 113 (which abuts the airport). This proposal has sparked fierce
passion by both proponents and opponents, both of whom have a host of facts and arguments around the
specifics of the safety zone. '

The problem is that we need a comprehensive solution to Sikorsky Airport. Having one town own an
airport in another is a recipe for permanent conflict. Fortunately, Mayor Finch of Bridgeport and Mayor
Miron of Stratford are currently negotiating such a permanent solution, and we need to give them time to
reach an agreement.



Several options are on the table. One idea is to have Stratford buy the airport from Bridgeport, thus
having one entity control the Airport rather than the constant tensjon between our two towns. Another
idea is to have regional ownership of the airport between area towns. Yet another proposal is to allow
the safety zone, but for Bridgeport to cede all lands abutting the airport to Stratford (thus giving
Stratford more control around future expansion). I personally would like to see Stratford purchase the
airport so it will fully control its fate, but I leave this to Mayors Finch and Miron to negotiate.

The purpose of my bill is to give the Mayors time to work out this comprehensive solution, rather than
just have proponents and opponents of the expanded safety zone argue about that one narrow issue. My
belief is that the Mayors are close, and that passing my bill will give them the time they need to finalize
an agreement. With my bill, nothing will be forced on Sikorsky Airport by the FAA or DOT without
permission from both Stratford and Bridgeport.

I urge the committee to pass SB-563.



